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Starting to read about critical perspectives towards
“development” you will soon encounter post- and decolonial
literature and arguments, popping up regularly as
catchwords. Both are not homogenous streams of thought,
but rather certain standpoints from which "kxslogmsnt"*,
capitalism, Eurocentrism, Anthropocentrism and the ongoing
legacies of colonialism are critiqued and contested.

Then, you may notice that likewise postdevelopment (PD)
comes with a “post-“ prefix. How to make sense of all the
“post” and “de”? How do they all connect?

You're confused? Fret not and look no further, here’s a zine
for you!

*Check www. ivialthinking.org for some good why “

should be written in inverted commas only. AAPIAARSy
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The +hing about
the 'post.! prefik

Postdevelopment or Post-development?

Does it matter whether you write post-develoEment or
Eostdevelopment? Well, you might think it’s just a semantic
exercise, but it actually changes the meaning of the word.
“Post-“ as a prefix implicates temporal closure. On the one
hand, this makes sense. After all, PD calls for the end of
‘development’ and proposes alternatives to ‘development’.
On the other hand, the temporal dimension seems to imply
that first we fully need to abandon “development” as
otherwise moving beyond, and therefore also thinking about
alternatives, is not possible.

The problem is: that would mean that we cannot start the
alternatives before ‘development’ is fully finished.
Practically, however, these alternatives are already
happening in parallel, on different levels and in different
places

In using the spelling postdevelopment we can make sure all
three are included — the critique, the vision, and the
recognition of lived alternatives!

Readings for inspiration: “Pluriverse. A Post-Development
Handbook” and “Degrowth. A Vocabulary for a New Era”
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Postcolonialism or Post-colonialism?

Again, we might think of ‘post-‘asan implication of historical
conditionality, if not historical termination. On the one hand,
assuming a temporal succession as in “after-colonialism” is
too simplistic and becomes even dangerous when confirming
the exact issue that the concept initially intends to criticize:
the definition of the rest of the world through their relation
with former colonial powers. On the other hand, historical
traces (see what Gramsci says on that) play an important
role, especially in recognising struggles for justice and
sources of inequality.

As a solution, we can use the spelling Post-Colonialism in the
sense of simple temporal posteriority, but when stressing
social, political, cultural dimensions, we should adhere to
Postcolonialism.
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A fundamental questioning of the whole ‘development’ idea
as such is uncomfortable and inconvenient. Yet, since the
finiteness of our planet becomes more and more difficult to
negate, it is time to not only look for, but to practice
alternatives to development. These alternatives do not need
to be thought up by those that have claimed ‘development
expertise’ for so long, but are practised widely in the non-
Western peripheries. So far, these other cosmovisions have
been easily dismissed as backward or underdeveloped,
simply because they fail to measure up to the yardstick of
Eurocentric modernity.

With postdevelopment as a ‘tool’, we are not askingm
can we make development better, but: hrough what
historical processes, and with what consequences did Asia,
Africa and Latin America come to be ‘invented’ as the ‘Third
World’ through discourses and practices of ‘development’
(Escobar 1992)? It proposes contestations to the current
world order, simultaneously from the top and from the
bottom.

This is where post- and decolonial approaches come in.
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